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front of the other at each step, like a chimpanzee
or gorilla.

All the plantations in Angola, whether of coffee or
sugar-cane (for rum), were worked by slaves, and I
was told of an enterprising speculator at Mossamedes
who kept a stock-raising establishment for the pro-
duction of slaves to meet the market. But domestic
and plantation slavery was so universal in most parts
of Africa that my attention was chiefly given to ex-
port slavery from the mainland province to the two
islands close to the Equator on the Gulf of Guinea.
This traffic was very profitable for everyone con-
cerned, except the slaves. They were obtained very
cheap in the interior by organized raids or tribal
wars, for breaches of ancestral custom or Portuguese
laws, or on charges of witchcraft, to pay family debts,
by purchase from uncles (who have control over a
sister's offspring), or by mere exchange, as of an old
brass-studded flintlock for a healthy woman.

At various points of the route into the interior I
met an owner leading along a slave in chains for
sale. But as a rule the slaves were collected till a
gang of about thirty or forty was assembled, and
then the lot were marched off in single file by stages
to the coast. The gangs were easily distinguished
from trading carriers because they were guarded by
three or four half-bred Portuguese armed with guns,
and they carried no loads on their heads beyond a
few little rags of their own and the wooden shackles
with which their hands or feet or both were pinned
together at night. Some of the shackles that I found
hanging on the trees for future use were long en9Ugh
to pin the feet of two men or women together side by
side. But the majority of the shackles were just con-
veniently sized for the hands or feet of a single slave,
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